
 

  

The First Church In Swampscott, 
Congregational 

United Church of Christ 
 

Inspired, encouraging, serving and seeking… 
Together in life’s joys and challenges… 

Making a difference! 

 
March 29, 2020, 10:00am 

 

Euphorbia Milii – “Crown of Thorns”  

 

Every Sunday at 10am  

Join us for online worship at   https://zoom.us/j/766500426. 

Or by phone at: +16465588656  meeting ID – 766500426 

 

Every Wednesday night at 7pm –  

Join us for online Bible Study and fellowship at  https://zoom.us/j/440100529 .  

or by phone at:  +16465588656  meeting ID  - 440100529. 

 

 

Contact Pastor Ian Holland at 

pastorian@thefirstchurch.org 
 

 

https://zoom.us/j/766500426
https://zoom.us/j/440100529


THE FIRST CHURCH OF SWAMPSCOTT, CONGREGATIONAL - UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
A JOYFUL COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

About Us 

We are a community of Christians seeking meaning, purpose, and mission through our participation in 

the life of this beautiful local church. We believe that God is Still Speaking and has something new and 

essential to say to us as we live in this ever more complex and challenging world.  We don’t have all the 

answers, but we have some great questions. Together, we rely on the rich resources of the tradition of our 

Christian faith, the Bible, the revelation of God’s love in the person of Jesus Christ, and the God given gifts of 

each person here, to lead us in our daily lives. 

The First Church in Swampscott, Congregational is so named because it was the first church established 

in the town in 1846 as Swampscott was developing into an independent town, separating from nearby Lynn.  

The congregation has had its home in a number of buildings over the years.  Development of our current 

building on Monument Avenue began with the Clarke Hall side in 1955, and the present New England colonial 

church was completed in 1967. 

If you would like to learn more about the life of this church and our mission, please feel free to contact 

Pastor Ian (pastorian@thefirstchurch.org, 978 308 9426). 

 

BUILDING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY - GATHERING 

 The Psalm for the day.         Pastor Ian Holland 

Prelude:     “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”    

 

Words of Welcome          Pastor Ian Holland 

 

Opening Hymn:  #225 “I Know that My Redeemer Liveth” -   Verses 1 and 2 

                    

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 25)        Amy Weston 

One: To you, O GOD, we lift up the spirit of our whole selves. 

May we continue our Lenten journey together in right relationships. 

You are the God of our salvation and the Sustainer of good relations. 

May integrity, a clean conscience, and upright living preserve us.  

As in days of old, Creator God:  

All:   O God, we trust unashamedly in you; seeking that you not turn from us. 

 Teach us. Show us. Guide us in your paths.  

   Grow us to know your ways more clearly. 

 For you we wait. 

 We come to look for your signs of covenant promise.   

 

One: With that prayer on our lips, let us share the prayer of peace with each other.   

May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

      

Peace Passing Hymn: “Holy Ground”  

We are standing on holy ground,  

And I know that there are angels all around. 

Let us praise Jesus now,  

We are standing in his presence on holy ground. 
 

http://www.ucc.org/vitality/what-matters/we-listen-for-a.html
mailto:pastorian@thefirstchurch.org


 
  



PROCLAMATION 

John 11:1-45             Roy Young 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  Mary was the 

one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was 

ill.  So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”  But when Jesus heard it, he 

said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it.”  Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”  The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews 

were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?”  Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours 

of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world.  But those 

who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.”  After saying this, he told them, “Our friend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.”  The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has 

fallen asleep, he will be all right.”  Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he 

was referring merely to sleep.  Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.  For your sake I am glad I was 

not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”  Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow 

disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.  Now Bethany was 

near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 

them about their brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while 

Mary stayed at home.  Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.  But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.”  Jesus said to her, “Your 

brother will rise again.”  Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 

last day.”  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 

they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”  She said 

to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here 

and is calling for you.”  And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.  Now Jesus had not yet 

come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.  The Jews who were with her in the 

house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that 

she was going to the tomb to weep there.  When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at 

his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  When Jesus saw 

her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 

moved.  He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”  Jesus began to 

weep.  So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”  But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 

of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.  Jesus 

said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench 

because he has been dead four days.”  Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 

the glory of God?”  So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 

having heard me.  I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, 

so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!”  The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

Sermon         Jesus began to weep.        Pastor Ian 

         

 



Sermon Hymn  #254 “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” – Verses 1 and 4 

 

 
 

 



TIME OF PRAYER 

 

Invitation to the Prayer of Confession:                Janet Fischer 

Musical Meditation:   “Wondrous Love”  

 

Prayer of Confession          

One: In these days of information overload, we need to look and listen deeply for the call of the Spirit in our 

midst. Enlightening Spirit, when we get discouraged in seeking your Truth in the midst of bewilderment, 

All: Lord, have mercy 

One: Challenging Spirit, when witnessing to your Truth seems to take more courage than we have,  

All:  Christ, have mercy 

One: Surprising Spirit, when we settle for half-truths in building your Beloved Community,  

Patty:     Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy on us. 

All (singing):     Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

One: We know the love of God knows no bounds, The Holy One who sent Jesus, the Only Begotten, to be our 

Way, our Truth and our Light. Let us feel ourselves forgiven, and go forth with courage renewed. 

All: Thanks be to God.   Let us pray. 

One: Our Lord, our Redeemer, hear the prayers on our hearts, the ones written in our bulletin and in our 

prayer book this morning.  

 

SPOKEN PRAYER 

 

One: Lord Hear our Prayers        Janet Fischer 

 

A time for prayers from the congregation.       Amy Weston 

 

Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors):  

Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our debts, as we 

Forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

 

Prayer Response:  #299 “Lord, Have Mercy”  

Choir:          Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy on us. 

All (singing):   Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy on us. 

Choir:     Though red like crimson is my sin, greater yet is forgiveness found in  

 Christ. 

 Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy on us. 

All (singing):   Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy on us 

 

THANKSGIVING 

We Offer our Tithes & Offerings         Amy Weston  

Offertory Anthem:   “In the Garden”  

 



Prayer of Dedication               Pastor Ian 

One: Let us pray together; 

We offer our gifts of love, of time, of money, the gifts of teachers and story, the gifts of faith that we 

pass on to our children and our families.  

All: Accept our lives, O God, as well as our gifts: 

Let the Spirit in which we give them be your Spirit. 

 Let the use that is made of them be your use.  Amen 

 

Brief Announcements          Pastor Ian 

 

Parting Hymn  #562 “Because He Lives” 

 

Benediction         

 

Postlude    “Because He Lives” by William Gaithier 

 

A time of Fellowship on Zoom … spend a little sharing smiles -  

 

 



 
  
 

Note:  Some of the prayer liturgy is adapted from “Worship Ways.” Copyright 2016 Local Church Ministries, Faith Formation Ministry Team, 

United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH  44115-1100.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in 

services of worship or church education.  All publishing rights reserved.   

 



Notes  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH IN SWAMPSCOTT, CONGREGATIONAL 

40 Monument Avenue, Swampscott, MA  01907 

Reverend Ian Holland 

pastorian@thefirstchurch.org 

Pastor’s Phone: (978) 308-9426 

Office Hours:    Monday through Friday 9 am to 1 pm 

Office Phone:  (781) 592-6081 

Food Pantry Hours:     Every Wednesday 9 am to 1 pm 

 

Patricia Clark  Director of Music Ministries 

Cathy Vaucher Church Administrator  office@thefirstchurch.org 

Rev. Bill Simpson  Community Minister 

Web Site  thefirstchurch.org 

First Church Council: Karen Rose Brown,  

Bill Brauner, Dan Ryan, David Silva 

   Dale Orzalli, Lynn Lindsey, Anne Potts 

 

OPEN AND AFFIRMING COVENANT 

 
We, The First Church in Swampscott, Congregational, declare ourselves to 

be an open and affirming church. We are called by God through Jesus 

Christ to follow the Great Commandment “You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 

and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” (Luke 10: 27) 

 

We joyfully welcome everyone of all sexual orientations, gender identities 

and expressions, ages, races, and ethnicities, economic and social statuses, 

physical, mental and emotional abilities, faith backgrounds, marital 

standings and family structures into our community, to share in the full 

life, leadership and ministry of First Church. 

 

We celebrate the wonderfully rich and diverse world God has created and 

embrace the joy and growth this diversity inspires. All who seek to know 

God are encouraged to join with us as we work to live out our mission in 

faith and love. 

 

mailto:office@thefirstchurch.org

